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to fortifie it with more Strengths, till what 
Ihave faid already ig Coufuted. 
itis not for meto fly in the Face of the 
Parliament, and Arraign their Power, as 
thefe Men would fain provoke me to do— 


 Yhave not yet feen the Parliament enter 


. 
oi 


— 


upon the previous Queftion, Whesher it be 
fa shir Power to ahier the Tresty of: Union, 


British NaTION. 


Tuelday, March 25, 1712. 


or mo? If ¥ Cay it js my Opinion they cay 
not, they have not, as yet, made, my givin 
my Opinion Criminal, and therefore it ‘{s 
no Offence; if my giving my Opiaion 1s 
no Offence, aelther can my giviog my 
Reafon for that Opinion be an Offence ; 
they are only Reafons for my private Opi- 
nion, I impofe them upon no-body, 

One Reafon why 1 believe that the Par- 
liamenc of Brisain cannot alter the “Union, 
is, becaufe they did noe make it, nos had 
they ever Power to make it; for itis moft 
certain the Union made them, and was tte 
Caufe of the very Being, Conftitution, and 
Power they now enj-y 3 Can te on 

ma 


fute me, gan they Ds 
‘than they cao diffolve themfelves ——— 


4 


Potter !Can the Sails of.the Ship make 
the Wind ! So neither can the Parliament 
of Britain be {aid to make the Union ; as then 
they did not make it, foncither, AS I BE- 
LIEVE; let bim that believes otberwife Con- 

‘ it any more 


Ard let any one tell me if this Parliament 
fhould declare the Maion Diffoly’d, by what 
Right then do they remain an Affembly or 


Parliament ? And what Form of Govern- 


ment muft fucceed {uch a Revolution into 
a Politick Chaos ? 

1 thal) not take upon me to fay what 
would then be the Scate of Things, but 


_ this I may fay, that whenever fuch a Thigg 


fhail come, that the Union fhould be broken 
and El dae sia the Separate Pree 
exiftent Independency of both the King- 
doms does not revive and take place, then 
1 know not what does, and fhould be glad co 
hear this Decided by the Supreme Autho- 
rity of Bréesiv, imftead. of our Infolent Fa- 
cobite Contenders, who foift in a Notion of 
the Supreme Power being able to do every 
Thing. 

I kvow thefe are nice Things, 7 am as 
careful as 1 can of giving Offence in them, 
but as I fee the Dotirine of the Alterable- 
nefs of the Union advanc’d in Publick, and 
that, In order to Introdnce theRuin of that, 
which her Maj fty fo lately counted ber 
Hionour to have brought to pafs, 1 cannot be 
filent. 

But I ftop wot bere, 1 have one Thing 
more to fay yet, which perhaps pone ever 
ftarted before, and I wifh in ehefe Times 
of Fury and Parties, due weight were gi- 
wen to the Reafoning part of ir. 

I have hinted, that J had the Honourto 
‘be Concern’d, inthe begining, as well as 
carrying on Gt the Treaty of Union; I wih 
T may not live to call it my Misfortune; I 
remember when a Treaty before the laft was 
fet on Foot, when fome People of known 
Averlion to the late Arcicle of Settling the 
Church, and. indeed to moft other Proteftant 
Settlements, ftood pretty near thy Helm 


make the Parent,! Can the Veffel make the 


for bringieg them together. 


Now in order to remove this invincible 
Obftadle in the fecond Treaty, it was A- — 
greed before-hand, that the Matters rela-_ 
tive to che refpe@ive Churches, fhould soc 


be Treated of at all, and confequenily the 


Cominiffioners on both Sides were notonly 
not Empower’d to Treat of them, butthey 


were exprefly forbid and prohibited by the 


A&s of Parliaments, both .in<Engjandand © 


Scotland, from Treating of the Church Af- 
fairs; nay, the Queen herfelf was not Em- 
pewer'd to name Commiffionters; but with 
this Refiri@ion, as appears, viz. In Scotland, 
by the-4th AG, the 3d Seffion, the iff Par- 
liament of Queew Anne, Entitled Ad for 4 


Treaty with England, the aft Claufe is in | 


thefe Words 5 ° Providing alfo that the faid 
Commiffioners hall nos Treas of, or conserning 
any Alseration of the Worfhip, Difcpline,o 
Government of the Church of this Kingdom, 
ws by Law Eftatlifo’d ; likewile in England 
3 Anna, cap. 7. §.12, thefe Words are exe 
prefly, Ennaéted, Provided alwaps-and 


be. it Cnated and Veclared bp the uz 


thozity -afozefaid, that the Commiffio- 
nets to be named in purfuance of this 
Ad, thal not, by Wirtue of fuch Com- 
miffion, Breat of, 02 concerning anp 
Alteration of the Liturgy, Rites, Ce- 
remonies, Dilcipiine, 02 Government 
of the Church, as by Law Citablithen, 
within this Realm. 1 chisk this is as 
plain as Words and Lawscan make it. 


The feveral Church-Efiablifiments then, 
being ‘thus left out of the Cammiffion, I 
humbly conceive that theTresterssad noPow- 
er to a@ about them farther: 1 bumbly con- 
ceive, that whatever Power was Efabiifh’é, 
or Cenftitution Formed by ther Treaty, re- 
ceiv’d no Power to aé or do-any Fring, to 
alter the Refpr@ive Church Eftablihments, 
and either Natiea baving gfeerwaids Ba- 

corporated 


is 


mee 
es 


‘thing, becau‘e the cwo Parties could come > 
to no Medium for the keepicg the two 
Churches Independept of one another, nor oe 


ad 


~Y 


————— LL re 


i “mark that, but as afarther afcertainiag 
_ theig Independent Exiftence ; Sl tabla 
at ire, ; 
Can Repeal, Altet, or D.ffolve thofe ads 
Of Security, without an entire Infra@ion 


porated their Separate Chureh-Confti 
Ons into the Union, ep as by Trea, 


‘ment, which was the 


of the Treaty itfelf, and doing what they 
are exprefly ty’d up from, as well by the 


‘Treaty as by pear irae ant- 


ed by the Refpeétiye Parliaments of each 


_ Kingdom, in order to Treat.’ 


wins 


Certainly no Treaty caa be made far- 
ther than the Commiffioners sppointed 


were vefted with Power to Treat: Our 


Treaters were on either fide exprefly Limi- 
ted, and therefore they were not Plenj 


_ teatiaries or Ambaffadors, but Commiffio- 


Mers ad referendum ;. nothing they did was 
‘to be of Force till Ratified in Parliament ; 
nor had the Queen Power to Commiffion 


them to Treat pf Church-Affairs, the A&s 


of Parliament in borti Kingdoms declaring 
the contrary. . 

Their Power being. thus Limited, the 
Chorch Affair never was Difputed ‘in the 
Treaty, but either Party was left to Setile and 
Eftablihh ché¢ir own Refpe&ive. Churches, 
and the Priviléges, Powers, and Coofitu- 
tions thereof, in fuchga manner, as tobe 
ont of the Power of any Coaftitution which 
the faid Treaty fbouJd Eitablifh, to Alter 
or Diflolve. . ; 

If this be true, thea! think it isan Uns 
anfwesabie Confequence, that 20 Confti- 
tion which is produced and Eftablifhed 
by the Unien,- can touch, alter, or refciad 
any part of the Church-Conftitution on 
cicher Side, and that if they do, they break 
the inion. 

Lam perfuaded the Paslizment now fit- 
ting, will allow this ¢) he Trork.” Juice, 
and Law, nop do J fay they will ia fhe 
leaft deviate fkom it 5 bur i would glad'y 
hear this aafver’d by, thofe New Con titu- 
tion Invaders, who have fa:d'theic Prot to 
Over how th2 Cen@itacion of the Cburch 
at Scotland, aod therein, the Union ifelf, 
aad ig-ordct Casit, build thiscorsup: Sytem 


as aCaftle in the Air, viz, That the val 
on is Alterable by the, Briti Parliament. 


tfeems tome a Marvellous Affurance, 


that thefe People are more forward to do 
the Thing, than to prove it Lawful; to ap- 
eed in the Pra@ite, than juftifie the Law- 
Ine of it; and it is a Sign ‘to me, thac 
they depend more upon the Power and In- 
fluence of their Party at this unhappy Jua- 
@ure, thanupon the Juftice and Legality 
of what they are‘doing. 
. Why elfe dothey not tefl us what the 
Parliashent of England’ and Scoslund meant, 
when, In the Wnion-A@ they fay, The 
Church of a pe Unalrerably Settied, and 
the Church of Scosland Unaleerably Sersled, 


Article 25, Why do they mot teil us what - 


they meant, when they faid Alserable ne- 
verthelefs by she Parliament of Great Bri- 
tains Article 19, Will they tell who made 
the Parliament of Great Brjtsin? Was it 
not the refpe@ive Parlmtents of England 
aod Scotlasd by mutual Stipolation ? wil 
they tell m did thofe refpeétive Parliaments 
Communicate to the faid Parliaments all 
their Powers ? I Anfwer, No, they had a 
Power, not to have form’d this Parliamert 
of Britam at all; that Power they never 
Communicated ; they bad a Power co have 
Alter’d che -Church-Confiitutions, this 
Power they declare they did not Commusi- 
cate, ia th<fe Words, Unalserably Sestled, 
and without any Alserationto a) fucceeding 
Generations, Article 25. The Words are 
Englifo, ‘1 can Cee no double Entendre.in 
them ———= Lét thefe Men. come to the 
Wards, and tellus the meaning af them, if 
this be not. 

As then [ do nag believe the Parliamerft 
can alier the Unior, fo J refulve not to be-, 
lieve they wil, till TGeicdone§ for it wil 
be very hard to make me believe a Britifh 
Parliament willdo any Thiog aggioft the 
Conftitution, and therefore’ whe I fay 
CAN ard CANNOT, 12m alwavs-co be 
Und siiood can, or calnos LEGALYY, for 
{peaking Parlisméntarily, the Varliamere 
asetaid rot cove abtetodo, wharthey ca:- 
not Legally de. 
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